
“Is Faith Really Enough?”
Galatians 3

• Faith is enough because it was enough in the experience of becoming a believer (1-5)
• Faith is enough because it was enough in the history of God's redemption of His people (6-9)
• Faith is enough because the law was never meant to be enough to save God's people (10-22)

Paul made it clear in Gal. 2:16 that justification with God came through faith alone in Jesus 
Christ and not through works of the law. Of course, for those arguing that it took more than faith in 
Jesus to be justified with God, Paul’s statement alone about justification through faith probably would 
not have been enough to convince them that faith was really enough. They surely would have needed 
proof, and in Galatians 3, proof is exactly what Paul provides. He starts with the most personal proof 
that faith is really enough, which is the experience of becoming a believer and follower of Jesus 
Christ. Paul’s questions to the Galatian believers are easy for them to answer. They became believers 
not because of the work they did to earn it; rather, they became believers by hearing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and believing the Gospel in their hearts! Second, Paul makes the case that they weren’t 
the first to experience the power of faith in this way. In fact, from the very beginning, God’s design 
was to redeem His relationship with His people through faith alone. Abraham is the example, and the 
quote that Paul uses is important. The quote comes from Genesis 15, and it makes it clear that 
through Abraham’s faith in God’s promises, Abraham’s relationship with God was made right. The 
significance of this quote is that it occurred before the sign of circumcision was given by God in 
Genesis 17! Just like the Galatians, faith was enough to make Abraham’s relationship right with God 
before circumcision even came into the picture. Finally, Paul makes the argument that faith is enough 
because the law clearly was never meant to be enough to save God’s people from their sins. Paul 
already argued this point, but it was worth repeating because of the danger of God’s people repeating 
the mistake of trusting in their performance under God’s law to make them right with God. The law 
came centuries after the promise, and it was never meant to replace the promise. The law’s purpose 
was what the people failed to understand. The law’s purpose was to reveal sin and to help control sin 
until the full mystery of God’s grace through faith was revealed in Jesus Christ. The law wasn’t meant 
to do what only faith can do.
1. Read Gal. 3:1-5. Take some time to share your answers to the questions that Paul asks the 

Galatians in these verses. Why is this appeal to experience so powerful?
2. Read Gal. 3:6-9. Experience doesn’t mean that it is true unless it is tied to the truth of God’s 

Word. Paul goes back to the very beginning with Abraham to prove that the experience with faith 
in establishing our relationship with God is real. Discuss why this example is so significant in 
validating our experience with faith. What are the promises that God gives to those of faith?

3. Read Gal. 3:19-22. Why was the law given? What does the law accomplish? Why is it that God’s 
people often use the law in ways that it was never meant to be used? How do we avoid this now?



• Faith is enough because of who God has redefined us to be through faith (23-29)
• By faith you are a child of God
• By faith we are identified with Christ
• By faith we are one in Christ
• By faith we are heirs of God’s promise

With the proof that faith is enough that Paul’s provided so far, Paul turns his attention the 
results of faith in the lives of those who believe in Jesus. For Paul, the heart of what faith results in is 
a radical redefinition of the identity of the believer. For Paul, this redefinition takes away any doubt 
that faith is enough to fulfill God’s promises in the lives of His people. By faith, Paul reminds the 
Galatian believers that they are children of God. By faith, Paul reminds them that they have put on 
Christ in their lives. In other words, this is a reminder that their lives are identified with Jesus and that 
His righteousness is what God sees when He looks at them. By faith, Paul explains in a powerful way 
that they are all one in Jesus Christ. By faith, the distinction of Jew or Gentile doesn’t matter. By faith, 
the distinction of slave or free doesn’t count. By faith, believers are all connected and made one in 
Jesus Christ! Finally, Paul points to the reality that it is faith that makes believers the offspring of 
Abraham and the heirs of the God’s promise. Don’t miss the radical redefinition of who these Galatian 
believers are through their faith in Jesus Christ. They are the true people of God — like Abraham — 
by their faith.
1. Read Gal. 3:26. Paul doesn’t say that they might be or should be God’s sons; instead, he says 

that by faith they are God’s sons! 
• How much to you truly know and understand your identity as a child of God through your faith in 

Jesus Christ? 
• What are some of the implications in our lives of being God’s sons and daughters?
• How does God’s definition of who you are as His child impact your life day-to-day?
• Take time as a group to pray and to thank God for adopting us as His children through faith in 

His Son.
2. Read. Gal. 3:27. What a powerful picture that resolves the question of justification through faith! 

Paul says that those who have identified their lives with Jesus have “put on” Jesus.
• How does this truth impact the way that God now sees us because of our faith in Jesus?
• How does this truth impact the way that others do see us everyday because of our faith in 

Jesus?
• What does this truth mean about the opportunity that God gives you as you go about your life 

every moment of every day?
3. Read Gal. 3:28. The emphasis of this verse is connected to our relationship with God. With that in 

mind, answer the following questions.
• What is the great equalizer?
• How does this impact the way that we should see and treat other believers?
• How does this impact our view of ourselves in relationship to other believers who are different 

from us (nationally, socially, economically, racially, etc.)?
• Who can you share this news with this week? Is there someone you know who needs Jesus and 

who is feeling marginalized and inferior in their lives?
4. Read Gal. 3:29. How does this verse radically redefine the New Testament believer in connection 

with the Old Testament people of God’s promise? How does this impact our understanding of the 
Old Testament covenant in relationship to New Testament faith?


